
Stowe Nine Churches
Summer Newsletter

The Parish Council continues to meet quarterly with the next meeting being on
September 14  at 8.00pm in the School rooms. We currently have one vacancy for a
councillor and anyone interested should contact the clerk, Linda by e mail -
clerk@stoweninechurches-pc.gov.uk 
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The monies received via the CIL payment from the land behind Bank House, Church
Stowe were utilised to refurbish the school rooms toilet which is now far more fit for
purpose than previously!

Being a very small parish there is very little on any of our agendas other than matters
relating to planning and unfortunately this is usually related to the lack of action on the
part of WNC to deal with issues where permission should have been sought and has
not been or where permission has been obtained but then flouted. The lengthy saga
relating to the traveller site being one such example and in desperation a meeting has
now been scheduled with our local MP to see if any further pressure can be brought to
bear on WNC to ensure compliance with permission granted.

Pot holes. - Please continue to help us to stem the ever growing issue by reporting
them to:- FixMyStreet.com

How to report a problem
1.Enter a nearby UK postcode, or street name and area
2.Locate the problem on a map of the area
3.Enter details of the problem
4.FixMyStreet will send it to the council on your behalf

Please be aware that the current lead time for reported issues to be fixed, is around 20
weeks. If you feel the matter is more urgent or dangerous, please escalate this through the
Parish clerk - Linda carter at :
clerk@stoweninechurches-pc.gov.uk

Highways & Footpaths
If you have any issues, recommendations regarding the up keep of the footpaths, then
please send Sharon Mitchell, Voluntary Footpath Warden, an email titled 
 ‘Footpath’@:mitchellhallsharon@gmail.com
Sharon works full-time so her response to you may be a little delayed, she will endeavour
to get back to you as soon as possible.

Dog Mess 
Just a little reminder to dog owners, could we PLEASE ask you to continue to be
responsible and pick up your dogs poo from the local footpaths so that others don’t find
themselves accidentally treading in it. 

Details of future Church services are to be found on the
village notice boards

Benefice news sheets are posted through letterboxes
every month. If you haven’t received
one and would like to do so, please contact : 

Stephen Henley on 07725 705919 
for St Michael’s, Church Stowe

John Stanley on 07850 341402 
for St James’, Upper Stowe

Cash grants are available for residents of Stowe
Nine Churches who are under 25 years of age and
are in need of financial assistance for educational
purposes. Monies are available to provide
equipment, clothing, tools, instruments or books
which will help the beneficiaries on leaving school,
university or any other higher education
establishment to prepare for or enter a professional
trade or calling.

Further details can be obtained from the Clerk to
the Trustees (jburditt@wilsonbrowne.co.uk) or by
contacting the Parish contact Sharon Henley on
07799960223 for an application form.

Applications are required by November 4  to be
considered for the next round of funding.
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Church ServicesParish Council Matters

Edmund Arnold's Charity

Thankfully there is very little crime or nuisance in the Parish but the local police do like
to contact us on occasion with general crime prevention advice, updates on initiatives
and other matters. In Upper Stowe there is a very successful NHW cascade system
operated by one parishioner who contacts all Upper Stowe residents with an e mail
when information is received. It would be helpful to have the same ability to contact all
Church Stowe residents. If you are interested in belonging to such a cascade system
please send your email address to Sharon Henley (sghosh@hotmail.co.uk) the Police
Local Representative (PLR). Contact from Northants Police is minimal so by signing up
you will not be deluged with information.

Following a request from Upper Stowe
Residents for a check on the speed of vehicles
travelling through the village,  
Pc Redfern, a neighbourhood officer and Tara
Cooksammy, a local Police Community
Support Office, attended Main Rd Church
Stowe (opp Horseshoes).

The location was chosen as this was within
30mph zone and seemed the best option
The check was carried out between 7:35am-
8:15am with 14 vehicles passing by. No
speeding was detected at this time

Speed check  - Upper Stowe

Neighbourhood Watch in Church Stowe

Speed Check - Upper Stowe

SAVE THE DATE
The Northants Police Fraud and Cyber crime unit are
coming to deliver a talk on fraud and cyber crime on
October 22  at 7.30pm at The School rooms, Church

Stowe. All are invited to attend.
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The session will be quite informal with lots of
opportunities to ask questions. More details to follow

but keep the date free if you are interested.

Future Newsletters
 If you have an announcements, events or update that you would like

included in the next newsletter, please email at :
clerk@stoweninechurches-pc.gov.uk

If you would be happy to receive future newsletters by email or wish
to contribute any information for the Autumn edition. Please email

the Parish Clerk - Linda Carter on the following email address.
clerk@stoweninechurches-pc.gov.uk

Produced by Sue Overton
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After many, many years of fund raising, I am pleased to announce that
the monetary target was reached to enable the re-decoration of St
Michael's to take place. 
A big 'Thank You' to all the Parishioners of the village who contributed to
the various church fund raising events that have taken place over the
years!

The church is a focal point of the village, and it is an important land
mark for us. The Church of England does not help with funding, in fact
we give them money. It really is a tribute to the Village community that
money is raised to keep the church from falling down, and enough
money has been raised to fund the re-decoration of the church.  

Please go into the church to see the re-decoration. St Michael's is your
church. It is open 24 hours a day for people to sit and reflect in a calm
environment to take a brief respite from their busy lives

Steve Henley
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The original stencilling on the north and south walls is in
desperate need of restoration and the main body of the
church requires painting to bring the building to its former
glory.

A cost for this work has been obtained 
and in total it comes to just over £8000; there is
approximately £3000 remaining in the fabric 
fund from books sold – thank you to all who support the
Book Shed at the Old Dairy Farm.

If you feel able to donate to this project then please
contact John Stanley (on behalf of the PCC) on
07850341402 john.stanley@agrii.co.uk

St Michael’s Church, Church Stowe

St. James’ Church, Upper Stowe

St. James’ Church, Upper Stowe

The wildflower meadow will be at its best over the next few
weeks, so please feel free to pay a visit and see what you
can spot!

While your there you might like to walk the Labyrinth or pop
into the church to see the recently restored Victorian
stencilling.

St James’s Wildlife Meadow

Thank you to all of you who support the Bookshed at the
Old dairy farm.
It raises about £100 month to help with the upkeep of St
James church.
My stock of books is very depleted, and I would be very
grateful if you could have a sort out and leave any
unwanted books in the Bookshed.
Thank you John Stanley
07850341402 john.stanley@agrii.co.uk

Books Wanted !!!!!!

The stall is once again outside the school rooms and you are
invited to place any spare garden plants, vegetables or fruit
which you have in excess on the stall for other villagers to make
use of. All donations for items will be used to help with the
upkeep of the churches and money should be left in the pink pot
in the front porch of The Old School House ( next to the school
rooms).

Produce Store - Church Stowe

WI News & Future Program 
David Austin Roses - July 10th 

A visit to David Austin Roses by coach. For availability & prices, please
contact Audrey

WI through the Ages -  July 14th
Look back at Stowe Nine churches WI through the ages with archive
records

Wrest Park - August 11th
Day trip to Wrest Park in Bedfordshire inclusive of pub lunch. For availability
& price, please contact Audrey

Mini Nature Art Tile Workshop - September 8th, Brockhall.
Hand make an A5 artisan ceramic piece using Botanicals with Charlotte
Hupfield Ceramics.. For availability & price, please contact Audrey. Cost for
guest places are £35.

We Meet at the Old School Rooms, Church Stowe 7:30pm 2  Tuesday of
each month unless we are out and about. Join us for a free taster evening,
or just £26.90 for 12 months running yearly from April to March.
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To join us, please contact Audrey Mason, our WI President, on 01327 341146. 
Watch out for more exciting events planned for Autumn in the next
newsletter

There is documented evidence showing that the earliest record
of the existence of a gardening show in the parish was in 1901.
The first show in its present form was held on 3rd September
1960. A Colonel Foster opened the show and the two silver
cups that he donated continue to be presented to the present
day winners.

We do hope that you will consider entering something this year
in our Flower and Produce Show to be held on 5th September.

It could be as simple as a vase of flowers from your garden, a
plate of home-grown
tomatoes, a few apples or maybe a jar of homemade jam or
chutney. There is also an opportunity to demonstrate your
cooking, craft and even your photography and artistic skills.

Stowe-Nine-Churches Gardeners’ Club

Donations are still much appreciated
and collected weekly from St James’
Church porch, Upper Stowe & monthly
from St Michael’s, Church Stowe

Food Bank

Sandy will be out and about the villages  carrying
out various maintenance jobs. 
If you have any tasks you feel need adding to his
work schedule, please contact Sharon Henley 
on 07799 960223

Village Handyman



SAVE THE DATE



Spending an hour with Helen Brodie, owner of The Old Dairy Farm Craft Centre in Upper Stowe, to celebrate its 40 years in
business was an absolute pleasure. Over a pot of tea and a chocolate brownie, we shared laughter and tears as Helen reflected on
her incredible life journey. Although it is impossible to capture everything, I hope this snapshot offers a glimpse of this inspiring
entrepreneur who started her business during a time when women were mostly expected to be stay-at-home mums. 

The Brodie family took over the Dairy Farm from the Starmer family in 1933. Helen married Dennis in 1960 at age 21. They first
lived in the rectory in Church Stowe, then moved into the farmhouse three years later once Dennis’s parents moved out. The
farm was primarily used for sheep, cattle, and crops. Originally from Leicestershire, Helen had worked in banking, handling
bookkeeping and cashiering, earning £5 and 2 shillings weekly. She often stayed late to ensure cash registers balanced, it
almost stopped the New Year celebrations one year, as Helen was sent out to chase down missing payments herself. 

Just three weeks after moving to the rectory, Helen was approached by Mrs. Putman and Mrs. Collins inviting her to join the
Women’s Institute (WI). That was her introduction to the local community. Helen enjoyed baking cakes for the WI and socializing
with villagers, but her real passion lay in antiques, a skill she inherited from her aunt. Helen needed a shop, the old Victorian
buildings at the farm were in poor shape, so Helen and Dennis decided to restore them with the help of local craftsman Joe
Blencoe. Their work won two prestigious awards. Firstly, The Country Landowners Award for the East Midlands, this was for the
best new business in the East Midlands with the buildings restored in keeping with the surrounding villages. Secondly, The
Northants Enterprise Award for providing local employment, especially for young people 
Helen opened her antiques shop in the July, initially advertising only with a simple sign on the A5 reading “Antiques & Cakes.”
Her first two customers were French, and by the end of the day her determination had paid off, she had sold not only the chair
she was sitting on but also the lampshade from the only light in the building. Helen loved connecting with visitors and took
pride in serving her cream teas and strawberries, fuelling her unstoppable spirit. 

Helen was never greedy; she often paid more than the market value for antiques to support sellers. She also championed local
crafts, including handmade tea cozies. Her motto? “A nimble sixpence is worth more than a lazy shilling.” 
Helen was ahead of her time. She saw opportunities and acted upon them. When Sunday trading rules eased, she began
opening on Sundays, attracting more visitors. On one occasion a visitor asked if she sold any quiche, and there it was - the
birth of the Barn Café. Helen’s daughter Sue baked cakes for the new cafe, going into labour even had to be delayed whilst the
cake waited to come out of the oven! 

Upstairs space in the barn became home to a clothing business under a British Wool Board franchise. The pure wool jumpers
were hugely popular with local famers wives, so much so that eventually the clothing line surpassed antiques in sales. Liberty
London even offered to sell gifts at the Craft Farm after discovering the unique concept. 
Then came the first tenants. Nigel & Debs selling pots & candles and Guy Ravine with his wood turning. Helen realised she
needed more crafts so began buying them in. There was no vat on crafts, annoyed at this, Helen & Dennis visited the Small
Business Minister London to raise the issue. They did not manage to change the vat, but they did have a lovely day out at the
House of Commons with tea and cake.  

In 1989, during a difficult lambing season, Dennis’s quiet dedication was witnessed by a visiting family, inspiring the creation of
the Lambing Weekends. These became wildly popular, with over 2,000 children visiting one March to learn about farm life—
many from nearby towns such as Brackley who had never seen a sheep or farm egg before. The Craft Farm became a pioneer in
farm diversification, attracting visits from other farms across the country eager to understand how they too could diversify. 
Forty years later, The Old Dairy Craft Farm continues to operate with the same core values, honouring local heritage,
supporting craftspeople, and providing employment to young folks. Today Helen is very proud to share her farm with two
galleries, a honey producer, clothing shop, photographer/children's painting studio, a dog groomer, a beautician, quilter,
sculpture, accountants, a blacksmith, model railway shop, a pop-up shop and of course - the cafe. Generations of visitors
continue to return with their families, sharing fond memories of their experiences during lambing weekends. 

Helen sadly lost her beloved Dennis in 2005. She had intended to retire in 2008, but the Craft Centre had been her life, today
you can still find her busing around the place. I asked Helen what the Craft Farm meant to her? The pride in their shared
achievements shines brightly. The business has provided lifelong friends, rewarded risks, and strengthened family bonds.
Helen is incredibly grateful for all the encouragement Dennis gave her over the years; her Faith and the ongoing support from
her children and grandchildren. 

Helen describes herself as a ‘shy unassuming housewife,’ modest about her success. To me, Helen is a remarkable role model
for future generations of businesspeople. Her 40 years of dedication absolutely deserve to be recognised by us all. Helen is
very much hoping you will join her on the 4th of July to help celebrate the success of the Old Dairy Farm Craft Centre. 

A Spotlight on Business in our Parish

This quarter, we are delighted to celebrate not only a well-known business, but, more
importantly, a highly deserving individual who has made a valued contribution to our parish
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